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Every October, we celebrate Black History Month as
it is an opportunity to recognise the achievements
and contributions of Black people, explore the
stories that shape our shared history and reinforce
our commitment to making Fishergate a place
where everyone feels valued and belongs. Please
see the City if sanctuary leaflet at the bottom of this
newsletter to see some of the things that the
children may be learning about.

Next week is school council election week. Our
school councillors do a great job for us - last year
they helped to interview our new teaching
assistants, organised the Bodhi day, arranged an art
competition and organised some fund raising.  I am
looking forward to seeing what our new school
council get up to. 

It is always lovely to see the children helping to
shape life at Fishergate. Wishing you all a restful
weekend and our budding school councillors the
best of luck next week!

 Last week’s KS2 cake stall was incredibly
chaotic but wonderfully profitable, raising a
delicious £121.50. Thank you so much for your
baking efforts- you absolutely knocked it out the
park.

We still need volunteers for the Halloween
Disco next Friday 16th. As parents will need to
stay anyway, why not help on one of the stalls?
We’re short by quite a lot, so please do text
Tamsin on 07979810826.

Christmas Shop volunteers: now we need
buyers and staff because we’ve had loads of
volunteers for the wrapping, including pupils
from Fulford School Remember, we can’t run
the shop without buyers and staff, so please
email us at
friendsoffishergateschool@gmail.com

Yours friendfully,
The Friends Team

Friends of Fishergate Primary School (PTA), York 
Email: friendsoffishergateschool@gmail.com

Mon 12  - School council election week th

Weds 14  - Over and above treat  th

Fri 16  - Halloween disco - KS1 6pm - 7pm and
KS2 7:15pm - 8:15pm
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EYU -  we have been learning all about colours,
exploring colour mixing in Drawing Club and
getting creative in our art area. In maths, we
have been exploring the number 3 and
discovering the different ways we can make 3. .
We had a very wet but wonderfully fun time in
Forest School, where we spotted lots of signs
that autumn is arriving. We also enjoyed our
second visit to the library, which we are already
loving and look forward to each week!

Year 1/2 - This week, Year 2 have been
innovating their own versions of the Gruffalo by
changing the nouns and adjectives, whilst in
Maths they've begun looking at addition by
adding 3 one digit number. Meanwhile, Year 1
have been continuing their 'Drawing club' work
by looking at the book 'Room on the Broom'. 

Year 3/4 - Yr 3/4 have finished the Iron Man by
Ted Hughes and we really enjoyed the exciting
ending. We have also been learning about why
humans have skeletons. We have all enjoyed
catching up with you this week in parent
meetings. Thank you for making the effort to
come along.

Year 5/6 -  This week we painted in the style of
Alma Woodsey Thomas, the African-American
artist, as part of Black History Month. We
listened to jazz music by Miles Davis while we
worked as this is what she would do in her
studio to inspire her. Look out for the paintings
on the 5/6 staircase in the next few weeks. In
English, we have planned for our Anglo-Saxon
non-chronological reports while in Maths, Year
5 pupils have revised Roman numerals and
Year 6 have been tackling reasoning problems
in addition and subtraction. 

Phase group updates

Woof! Woof! This week I have been enjoying my
lunchtime walks by the river. I had great fun walking
with Bobby and Billy—we made quite a team:
Bobby, Billy and Bodhi, the three Bs! I loved
listening to them chat as we explored together, and
I’m looking forward to enjoying my walks with even
more children in the weeks to come. 🐾

Well done to Robin, Jonah, Nori, Proud,
Audrey and Mila - they made a fabulous
music group - inventive and entertaining!!

 From next Monday the children will only be
allowed on the field and in the forest if they
are wearing welly boots. 

Bodhi Corner

OPAL



Music opportunities with York Music
Education

York Music Education offers individual
instrumental and vocal lessons at York

Music Centre, alongside a wide range of
groups and ensembles. These include

activities for complete beginners through
to York Youth Orchestra, giving children

and young people opportunities to begin
learning, make music with others and

progress as musicians.
We also operate York’s well established

citywide instrument hire scheme,
supported by City of York Council.

Instrument hire is available to schools
and individuals and is not limited to those
who attend York Music Centre or receive
lessons through York Music Education.
Families can find out more and register

their interest at www.yorkmusiced.org.uk.

City of Sanctuary is about creating welcome, offering support,
and standing in solidarity with people seeking sanctuary.

But for that to be meaningful and lasting, we need to understand
the bigger picture. The asylum system doesn’t exist in isolation - it
is shaped by history, power, and inequality.

To support people effectively, our work has to be rooted in justice.
That means recognising how racism is built into the system, and
understanding why - and how - we must actively challenge it.

Colonialism: where it started
Colonialism was when powerful European
countries took control of other parts of the
world. They took land, resources and labour
to make themselves richer. To do this, they
needed two things:

1. Force – armies, laws and control of
trade.
2. A story to justify it – the idea that the
people being ruled were dangerous unless
controlled, “less civilised” or “less capable.”
Colonialism determined which countries
became wealthy, which languages and
cultures came to be seen as powerful, and
whose lives were valued - and whose were
not.

Racism: the story that made it
acceptable

Before colonialism, people noticed differences in
culture or religion, but the modern idea of “race”
didn’t really exist.

Racism was created to make colonialism and
slavery feel acceptable. If you can label a group as
naturally inferior, then taking their land or forcing
them to work can be made to seem acceptable
instead of abhorrent.

Over time these ideas got built into everyday lif e:

• into laws about who could vote or own proper ty
• into schools and science
• into who was seen as trustworthy or dangerous

This is why racism isn’t only about individual
prejudice. It’s a system that advantages some
groups and disadvantages others - even when
people don’t intend harm.Borders: how the system

continues today
Borders have been shaped by colonial
power.
• European empires moved around the
world quite freely.
• The people they ruled were restricted
from moving in the same way.

• After empires ended, new
immigration systems kept that unequal
patt er n.

That’s why a passport from a wealthy,
mostly white country often allows
relatively easy travel. Whereas a
passport from a formerly colonised
country is more likely to mean 
visas, repeated checks, and refusal 
- or being pushed into dangerous
journeys, detention, and deportation.

Borders decide who is allowed safety
and opportunity. Because they grew
out of colonial and racial thinking,
they still treat people very differently
depending on where they come from
and how they are seen.

What this means for sanctuary
work

If we’re working for migrant justice, we 
must also work for racial justice. They can’t
be separated. Being “not racist” - simply
avoiding personal prejudice - isn’t enough
when the system itself creates inequality.

We need to be actively anti-racist.

This means recognising how racism operates
through institutions and policies, not just
individual actions. It means challenging the
structures that keep certain communities
disenfranchised. It means understanding
that helping individuals, while important,
isn’t the same as changing unfair systems.

How these three connect

1. Colonialism created global inequality –
some countries became powerful, others
were exploited.

2. Racism was the story used to excuse
that inequality.

3. Borders became the modern tool that
protects those old advantages.

So when people today struggle to reach
safety or are treated as “less deserving,”
it isn’t random bad luck. It is the long
shadow of that history.

Moving from traditional charity to justice

Charity often means:
• one group giving, another receiving
• decisions made by helpers, not by
those affected
• focusing on immediate needs rather
than unfair rules.

It can expect people to show gratitude
for survival, rather than expecting to
have rights.

Justice means:

1. Sharing power and centring lived experience:
Seeing people seeking sanctuary as partners
and equals, not as passive recipients of help.
Centring the voices, leadership and expertise of
those with lived experience in decisions that
affect them.

2. Challenging unfair systems: Actively
questioning and changing the policies, practices
and structures that create inequality in the
asylum system and beyond. Not just easing the
impact of injustice, but working to dismantle it.

3. Understanding the bigger picture:
Recognising how history, racism and 
power shape today’s systems. Developing
awareness of how inequality is created and
maintained - not just at an individual level, but
through institutions and policies.

4.

What people usually want
ins t ead:

Most people who have been forced
to move want the same things anyone
would:

• control over their own lives
• to be seen as neighbours, not
projects
• to have a voice in decisions about 
t hem.
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